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was thus made a fundamental law of the
United States. It had been already ad-
mitted in Pennsylvania. Now it became a
cornerstone of Democracy, to be practised
on the largest dimensions of any political
organism extant among men. The Amendment
directly contradicted the Jus reformandi
granted to rulers by the Peace of Westphalia.
It withdrew from cognisance of the State
religious questions, leaving them to be
decided by a higher tribunal.

Such was the American solution, which we
may associate with Washington's name. The
French, to be considered hereafter, was
derived in its earlier stage from the Jansenists,
who dictated the Civil Constitution of the
clergy in 1790 ; and its final shape as the
Concordat is due to Napoleon. It contra-
dicts the American idea no less evidently
than the American overthrows the system of
Westphalia. In the French declaration of
the Rights of Man and the citizen " liberty
of worship " is described as so natural that
only the presence of tyranny requires it
to be explicitly mentioned. The Constituent
assembly and Napoleon thought otherwise.
"To the Catholic religion, in particular, so the
Constitution and the First Consul declared,
protection was due ; but from the clergy both